Synovial sarcoma in the parapharyngeal space: case report and review of the literature.
We encountered a rare case of synovial sarcoma in the parapharynx of a 47-year-old Japanese man. This patient presented with an enlarging tumor in the right side of his neck that had grown progressively over a 4-week period. Radiological examinations revealed that the tumor arose from the parapharyngeal space. The tumor could not be completely removed at surgery. Metastasis to the lumbar vertebra was detected postoperatively. The patient underwent three courses of chemotherapy and the delivery of palliative radiation to the lumbar vertebra without success. The patient died of lung metastasis 7 months after surgery.